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| THERE'S NOPLACE LIKE |

BROAD PLAIN - BRISTOL
Tel: GARDINERS 20011
HASKINS FURNITURE 25321
CARPETS 298784

OPENING TIMES

MON., TUES., THURS., SAT. 9am-5.30pm
WEDNESDAY 9. 30am-5. 30pm
LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 9am-8pm

HUGE CAR PARK

We accept with pleasure .

See the Biggest and
Best range of Home
Improvement Bargains

in Town including

o KITCHENS o BATHROOMS

e FURNITURE & BEDDING

® CARPETS o D.LY. ® DECORATING

® TILES & FLOORING ® HARDWARE
® SOFT FURNISHING e LINENS

® LIGHTING o TIMBER ® GARDENING
® GLAZING e LIVING FIRE CENTRE
@ ELECTRICAL etc. etc.
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Inside information from
the management

CARRYING
ON HOW
WE ENDED

Everyone seems to be express-
ing surprise that we have made
such a good start away from home.

In fact, the wins at Bolton and
Swindon were a continuation of an
impressive run of away results at
the end of last season.

Following our defeat at Sheffield
United, we drew at Wigan, won at
Gillingham and Bradford City and
completed the League programme
with a draw at Hull City.«

But the manager and | are very
aware that our away record earlier
last season was not good enough
and have stressed the need for the
team to keep tighter and play with
more patience away from home.

The signs are encouraging. Over
the first two away matches we
scored six goals and created a
dozen chances while Ray Cashley

It is good to see Paul Randall
looking really sharp again. Not only
is he scoring goals but also putting
in a lot more work off the ball.

During the tour matches and the
games at Bolton and Swindon, he
was chasing 30 yards to get in
tackles on defenders. And on
several occasions, his determi-
nation and pace turned a seem-
ingly lost cause into a situation to
our advantage.

Competition for forward places
and the fact Paul found himself out
of the team quite a lot in the latter
stages of last season have sparked
a more resolute attitude in him and
he is playing with a lot more pride.

We are pleased that Mark
O'Connor has settled in so well
after joining us on loan from QPR.

The timing of his arival was
perfect because he was able to get
to know the lads much more
quickly by coming with us on the
tour to Lancashire.

Mark has skill and a willingness
to work, putting him in a similar
mould to lan Holloway.

I was glad to see our supporters
giving him such a warm reception
when he went near to their section
of the crowd at Swindon last week.

It is not easy for Mark to take
over from someone as popular as
Mike Barrett and the encourage-
ment he is receiving is appreciated
by him and everyone else in the
club.

Lwas beaten only once. WAYNE JONES J
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Skipper Aidan McCaffery
writes

WE MUST AVOID
COMPLACENCY!

It's a nice feeling going into tonight's
second legsitting on the 5-1 lead we took at
Swindon last week.

But we have to forget about what hap-
pened in the first leg and treat this as a game
on its own which has to be won.

It would be so easy for a team in our
situation to become complacent. Swindon
could pop in a couple of early goals, their
tails would go up and we would have a
battle on our hands.

| remember plag;ing for Newcastle in the
UEFA Cup during the 1977-78 season,
when Stewart Barrowclough, another
player to later come to Bristol, was also in
our side.

To Corsica

We went to Corsica to play Bastia in the
second round first leg. We were 1-0 up at
half-time and although they came back and
won 2-1, we felt we had done the difficult
part by restricting them to a one-goal lead.

Johnny Rep was playing for Bastia then.
He gave a TV interview before the second
leg at St James’s and said he thought Bastia
were as good as out of the competition.

But they kicked us right in the teeth,
winning 3-1 with Rep scoring twice!

So | have learnt from bitter experience
you can't take anything for granted in foot-
ball — especially cup football.

STEWART
BARROWCLOUGH -
shared a bitter Cup
experience at

g Newcastle

Apart from winning them both, the
pleasure of our two opening games was
playing on nice flat, grassy pitches. A decent
surface can make a lot of difference to
teams such as ourselves who always try to
play good football.

Training

Actually, Eastville has become almost like
an away ground. We played our first two
games of the season before even having a
training session at the stadium.

The only time we stepped on the surface
so lovingly prepared by Jackie Pitt and his
staff was for our press and TV photocall!

But the boss took us down there last
Thursday so that we could get the feel of the
place again in a practice match before

facing Preston.

AIDAN McC)‘M’l’-’ER}"J




TONIGHTS MATCH SPONSORS

SPARROWS INSTALLATION SERVICES
BRISTOL

Telephone: (0272) 637291

BRISTOL ROVERS GET A
REAL LIFT FROM SPARROWS
SPONSORSHIP

(i

SPARROWS

International Lifting Speoohsfs

Head Office:
G. W. SPARROW & SONS PLC

Telephone: Bath (0225) 21202



Hot news from

DECISIONS, DECISIONS

Tonight's match obviously has particular signifi
cance to Tony Wood and myself. Both of us came to
Bristol Rovers from tonight's visitors Swindon Town.

Swindon it was who gave me the opportunity to
realise a life’s ambition and attain a job in the Canon
[eague. | spent a happy six months there before the
opportunity suddenly arose to join Rovers.

Martin Flook and Gordon Bennett took about ten
minutes to persuade me to make an early exit from
Swindonto work in my home town,

That decision in October 1983 has been a major
milestone in my life because job satisfaction and a
happy atmosphere have been most predominant.

The relationship between the playing staff, admini-
stration staff and commercial staff is excellent with no
real demarcation lines. If someone in one area can help
someone in another it will be done.

If this atmosphere cap help to produce results we
shall win everything this season, including the Grand
National!

| still remember my time at Swindon with pleasure,
the whole set up there is aching for success — | hope
L.ou Macari can provide it for them.

My involvement with the whole commercial scene
as opposed to just the loftery has been the real
challenge at Bristol Rovers — | think | am winning.

PRICIE CLASS & CLAZING
(AVCN) LTI,
GLASS MERCHANTS

LEADED LIGHT SPECIALISTS
4/6 Ashley Down Road, Bristol BS7 9JN

TELEPHONE 421716

BOOSTER

Our other signing from Swindon Town - Tony Wood - has
done a super job in putting on new agents for our new instant
lottery for retail outlets. Rovers tickets are now widely on sale in
pubs, shops, clubs and hotels (over 200 new agents here) in
addition to our weekly Pirates Lottery largely doing the busi-
ness door-to-door. Tony would like to hear from you on
573687 if you have not been signed up yet.

UPLIFTING

We welcome a new Company to match sponsorship for
tonight's game in the shape of Sparrows. The Installation
Services division based at South Liberty Lane are also sponsor-
ing the match against Orlent on April 27th, 1985,

If your Company would like to know about match sponsor-
ship or joint match sponsorship there are a few gaps in the
calendar. Getin touch with me for full details on Bristol 573687
It really is a good value advertising exercise for Companies,

MIKE BARRETT
MEMORIAL FUND

Money has poured into the club from all sorts of sources. The
latest venture is now started by a Rovers supporter of 32 years,
Tony Cook (not the old City aoalkeeper) is coughing up 50p
for every goal scored by Rovers in the Canon League this
season, Anyone else interested In joining the scheme should
contact Tony on Bristol 693392 or myself on 573687,

Also remember the events sponsored by Bristol & West
Motor Auction in aid of the fund,

Wednesday 26th Sept: Chipping Sodbury Golf Club
Amateur Toumament, £100 team of 4.

Friday 28th Sept: Redwood Lodge Barbecue, £3 tickets.
Sunday 30th Sept: The Studio Allstar Cabaret. £5 tickets

RUBBISH PROMOTION

ook out for the Pirates Lottery advertisements on the refuse
disposal vehicle in the Kingswood area, This ties in with a
canvassing campaign for the lottery in that area. We are big
enough o fake the obvious remarks about the venture!

KIT FOR CLUBS

Remember our deal with Hobott Intemational, apart from
supplving the team with kit for two years and giving us the sole
franchise rights we have the opportunity to supply local clubs.
at a very competitive level, with kit to their specification.

The terms are even befier il the club sell Pirates Lottery
tickets. For details contact Tony Wood or mysell on 573687

MIKE LEWIS DRIVES ROVER FOR DOWNEND MOTORS




GET A BIGGER KICK OUT OF SOCCER

Paolo Rossi Soccer Boots by

"SPORTS
U.K.LIMITED

official footwear suppliers to

Bristol Rovers Football Club

Available from:
Tratman and Lowther, Berkeley Place, Clifton or
Bristol Rovers Commercial Department (Telephone: 573687)

BUY YOUR ROVERS REPLICA KIT NOW!!

New Hobott International Rovers Kits
(home and away) available from selected retail
outlets and Bristol Rovers shop at Stapleton Road.

Local clubs please note —we can supply YOUR colours!

Faill HOBOTT (INTERNATIONAL)

for details:
Telephone MIKE LEWIS on Bristol 573687




Interviewer:
Ralph Ellis

I'LL TAKE

Lou Macari's first instruction to his Swindon players
this season might sound unusual — he wants them to
make mistakes.

If that sounds a recipe for managerial disaster then
you have to let the former Manchester United winger
explain his aims a little further.

"As far as I'm concerned if players at this club don't
make mistakes they won't make anything”, says
Macari. "l told them I'm expecting them to make
mistakes, and I'm expecting them to play anywhere
they are asked.

"'If they are not making mistakes then they are not
doing anything. | don’t want anybody who is happy to
hide and pass the buck to somebody else.”

Macari admits that he has found his transition from a
player with one of the world's most famous and
glamorous clubs to manager of a Fourth Division outfit
something of a shock.

Treatment Table

"“The day | started work at Swindon we had just 11
players, and three of those were on the treatment
table”, he recalls. "It didn't seem a happy club, and
there were obvious signs in the dressing room that
players didn’t want to play.

“There were clear indications of slackness in minor
things — like the players’ pants had holes in them. The
pitch was in such a state that | had to cancel three
friendlies which had been arranged. "

Macari's response has been swift and decisive, and
already there are signs that his arrival and influence
could breathe new life into a club which until a couple
of years ago was looking ambitiously at the higher
levels of the game.

“We've tidied the place up a bit, and that all helps to
get things going again. And the players all now want to
play football.

"I know now we will go out to play, and we will lose
games. But we will be in a happy mood, and if we are in
that frame of mind we will win more than we lose.

“I've been impressed by the attitude of the elder
players, people like Alan Mayes and Andy Rowland

PRIDE IN SWINDON-LOU

LOUMACARI -
in his days as an
- idol of Old Trafford.

who have set a great example to the young players.”

Macari's change of lifestyle from player to manager
is significant. But he's loving every minute of the new
challenge, however tough it may be.

“At Old Trafford | was leaving the house at about
9,30, and then training until midday. Here | go out the
door in the morning at 8 a.m. and don't get home until
midnight. And that's been before the season gets
under way when | can expect to be on scouting
missions looking for players.

“But I'm excited about the season, and I'll take a
pride in what happens. It's always meant a lot to me to
be part of a successful club, and to be part of a team
that is winning. It will mean even more to me now

because it's going to be MY team."




DOWNEND

MOTORS

BRISTOL’S LEADING USED CAR SPECIALIST

125 CARS IN STOCK AT
125 STAPLE HILL ROAD, FISHPONDS

Telephone: BRISTOL 569300

BUY A CAR FROM US NOW
AND GET A FREE SEASON TICKET AT
BRISTOL ROVERS




Meet your favourite
Rovers’ personalities
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The happy Holloway family at their Cadbury Heath home —lan and
brother John standing behind sister Sue, father Bill, nephew Luke,
mother Jean, niece Rebecca and brother-in-law Phil.
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APRICOTMICRO COMPUTER

n“" = For top executives and professionals — on show now
' Prices start from £1,495 + VAT,

F
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N 3 See the team at:

The 4th Generation AVON BUSINESS CENTRE LTD.
- Executive Computer Frenchay Park Road, Begbrook, Bristol. )




Not a lot to pay fora lotof TV,

RETAIL PRICE ONLY £169.95

Yes.

RedilTusion’s superbly des-
igned 14" colour portable T.V.
Is now only £169.95 at your
local shop.

£199.95 buys the remote
control model.

The latest in picture tube
technology gives you pinsharp
pictures.

Eight light-action buttons
give vou t“ the channels,
with space for TN, games
and VCR.

Plus a two vear guarantee.,

For all this TN, it's not a
lot to pay.

% REDIFFUSION|

Tomerrow’s technology with rental sex urity

Jarrett INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.

....

[
T o

{T}: FREE ADVICE and FREE QUOTATIONS :.GJ).

‘....

[}

We use the largest insurance companies with our up to date computer systems
for all your insurance needs.

*DISCOUNTF YOU QUOTE THIS ADVERTISEMENT

* ALL MOTOR INSURANCE
* HOUSE CONTENTS
* LIFE ASSURANCE

* MORTGAGES/FINANCE
* ACCIDENT & SICKNESS INSURANCE
* ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE — ASK!!

* PERSONAL PENSION PLANS « CONTACT LENS - SPECTACLE COVER

*PHONE or VISIT US
*ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH? HEAD OFFICE
) A Tarn House

REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKERS Agents for Alliance Bullding Society 629-633 Fishponds Road

MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH
INSURANCE BROKERS ASSOCIATION

Withdrawal Pay in Fishponds, Bristol

lacilines Tel. 659464 10 Lines




A round-up of
Rovers’ news

BUMPER GATE
FOR VILLA MATCH

A bumper attendance Is expected at Eastville next Tuesday when Aston Villa,
European Cup winners two years ago, play Rovers in the Mike Barrett Memorial
Match (kick-off 7.45 p.m.).

All proceeds will be devoted to the Appeal Fund which has been set up to
provide for Mike's teenage widow, Louise, and the child she is expecting later this
month,

Villa manager Graham Turmer has promised to bring his full strength Inter-
national-studded side to Eastville and Rovers hope the combination of star
apposition and widespread public sympathy will help the appeal fund reach its
£25,000 target

The fund is rapidly approaching the £3,000 mark, with donations pouring into
Rovers’ Hambrook offices at the rate of over £200 per day.

Stand tickets are now on sale — at greatly reduced prices. Tip-up seats will cost
£3.50 for adults and £2.00 for juveniles and senior citizens, Bench seats will cost
£3.00 for adults and £1.50 for under-16's and O.AP.'s,

Normal terrace prices will apply with admission through the tumnstiles in the
normal way — except for season ticket holders who will be able to purchase their
tickets in advance at the same concessionary prices as were applicable for
tonight's game.,

TOWN'’S TARGET | WAYNE, STEVE RECOVERING

Swindon need to score at least
five goals tonight to go through to
round two of the Milk Cup.

Rovers' 5-1 victory at the
County Ground eight days ago has

MIKE BARRETT — his widow and
child will benefit.

Teenager Wayne Noble, un-
lucky to break three of his toes in
Rovers' first pre-season friendly
against Stapleton just over five

left Town with a particularly uphill
battle.

For if they win 4-0 tonight to
level the agaregate scores and hold
otit for the 15 minutes each way of
extra time, Rovers will still be
declared winners.

The rules of the competition
stipulate that if the aggregate scores
are level at the end of normal time
then extra time shall be played —
but if at the end of extra time the
aggregate scores are still level then
the tie is decided by away goals
counting double.

This rule produces some quirks —
as Rovers found out last year,
when they lost 4-2 at Brighton but
won 2-1 in the second leg, after
extra time, only to be eliminated
because Brighton held a 4-3
aggregate advantage, whereas had
the away goals rule applied at the
end of normal time Rovers would
khaue been declared 6-5 winners!

STEVE WHITE

weeks ago, is rapidly regaining
fitness.

Unfortunate Wayne, recom-
mended by manager David
Williams for possible inclusion in
the England Youth team, was de-
prived by the injury of first chance
of claiming Mike Barrett's vacant
left wing berth — but he is expected
to resume playing again in the
Reserves next week.

Rovers' other injury victim,
Steve White, has already re-
covered sufficiently to participate in
the Reserves' game at Swindon last
Wednesday.

Steve's been side-lined by a
troublesome knee but his display at
Swindon was sufficient to prompt
this encouraging verdict from
David Williams: “‘Considering he's
only had one pre-season game, |
was pleased with Steve's fitness
and work rate.” )
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YOURLOCALTOSHIBADEALERS

VIDEDS AR [Hocper & sor

Hi Fi and Radio : Sorvics & Repairs

BRISLINGTON
BRISTOL
BS4 3PA

TELEPHONE:
The Centre KEYNSHAM Tel (86)4701 775759 & 715641
Henleaze Rd. HENLEAZE Tel 621277

FOR QUALITY TRAVEL l-@%(f@ @% o

WITH THE MOST MODERN EURO COACHES AROUND TODAY!

O VIDEO ® ® SEMINARS @
® BAR @ n AL % Al ot ® SALES PROMOTION TRIPS @

b ® CONFERENCES @
¢ oLETe o=l " —F == IN FACT ANY BUSINESS
SeEig - B  ON THE MOVE!

PETER EARSL

THE EXECUTIVE COACH OPERATORS
(0272) 839486 (0272) B394B7 1 r e Brerot 5o 14 0XD




A selection from
our posthag

PRAISE FROM
EX-KEEPER

| enjoyed the match at Bolton and think Rovers have the
rmakings of a very good team.

No. 2 (Neil Slatter) and No. 5 (Tim Parkin) may not be with
you for long as | think they will be snapped up by First Division
clubs, as were Ronnie Dix, Phil Taylor and Jack Woodman in
my days, the only surprise was that Ray Warren never joined
them.

| remember one particular incident from my days with
Rovers. We lost 81 in the F.A. Cup to Q.P.R. at home. Percy
Smith. a former Spurs manager, was in charge and the chair-
man George Humphreys wanted to get rid of him. When it was
pointed out that Percy had two years of his contract o run and
would have to be paid about £4.000, Mr. Humphreys just
pulled out his cheque book and wrote out a cheque for that
amount — which was a lot of money in those days — without
batting an eyelid.

At the following Board meeting a colleague noticed an awful
smell coming from a paper parcel he was canying and was told:
“It's only fish — I've bought a couple of pounds because it's a
penny a pound cheaper here in Eastville than it s in Clifton™".

JACK ELLIS (Rovers’ goalkeeper 1934—37)
: 80 Crawford Avenue, Tyldesley, Manchester.

your winming
feam

=] i
25

mitre

Mitre Sports, Bayhall Works, Birkby, Huddersheld, Yorks, UK
Tel 0484 37488 Telex 517470

.

& D ] VLA
NEIL SLATTE TIM PARKIN
— impressed Jack Ellis.

GOOD LUCK!

We wrote towards the end of last season, just before going
down South on duty, wishing the team good luck on its final
push for promotion — we send our commiserations in just
failing.

We also send our best wishes for the forthcoming season.
We hope to be back soon, cheering Rovers all the way to the
top.

Good luck, David Williams, the players, and supporters of
our great club!

TINY WISEMAN and CHATS HARRIS,
H.M.S. Andronoda, B.F.P.O. Ships.

WRONG CLUB!

As the new season approached, imagine my delight when |
had learned | had won two consolation tickets in the Evening
Post's football competition. | would be able to watch Rovers
from the lofty heights of the stands, A perfect view and a perfect
start to the season. . . .

Imagine my horror then, as — with trembling fingers — |
opened the letter containing the coveted prize and two tickets
fell to the floor, bearing the name of Bristol City!

And they call it a prize! What's the punishment, | wonder?

ROGER SHERMAN,
15¢ Dalrymple Road, St. Pauls, Bristol.

PLEASE WRITE

We welcome readers letters — on these or other
topics, There's a pair for free stand tickets as the prize
for the star letter in each programme. Letters should
not exceed 150 words in length and may have to be
edited because of lack of space — and be sent to:
“Fanmalil”, Bristol Rovers F.C., Hambrook Training
Ground, Filton Road, Bristol BS16 1JG. J




Photos by Club .thog_réph(ar
- Alan Marshall

FEAST OF
GOALS AT
SWINDON

Top — BRIAN WILLIAMS
marking his retumn to
his old club by converting
o R R the penalty which put

-, Rovers on the road to their
; 5-1 first leg victory.

Middle - PAUL RANDALL
breaks through to slot
home the second goal
past Alister Sperring.

Bottom — DAVID WILLIAMS
bursts past two defenders
to side-foot goal No. 3.

More photos of the goals
at Swindon on page 35.
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Interviewer:
Ralph Ellis
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IAN ST. JOHN WAS
SPECIAL — ARCHIE

“The Kop when | was a boy had a special atmosphere,
and for all Liverpool's triumphs in modem times | don't
think it has quite that same feeling and passion any more.

“As a boy | stood on the terraces at Anfield every
Saturday, and my hero was lan St. John. He and Roger
Hunt scored the goals for a tremendous team with names
that still roll off my tongue now.

“Hunt was special, he had the ability like Jimmy
Greaves to sniff around the box waiting for goalscoring
chances and then pounce on them.

“I suppose all boys watch the goalscorers, and so they
were bound to be my heroes. But one moment made lan
St. John that extra bit special — his winning goal against
Leeds in the 1965 F.A. Cup Final.

The Ultimate

“It is everybody's dream to get the winning goal in a
Wembley Cup Final - but to do it in extra time with a diving
header must be the ultimate, and that's what St. John did.
[t was the first time Liverpool had won the Cup, and they
were very definitely the underdogs.

“Of course he is better known now for introducing [TV's
Saturday “‘On The Ball” programme. But [ don't think
| would want to be interviewed by him! All that meeting

our heroes does is destroy your illusions about them, and
'd sooner remember him diving full length to meet lan
Callaghan'’s cross and send it into goal at Wembley.” J<
M

>TWO FREE STAND SEATS FOR A MATCH OF YOUR CHOICE IF YOU PURCHASE FRO

B.S. MOTORS

BUYER AND SELLER OF:

® CARS

® VANS

® HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Blackhorse Garage, Westerleigh Road, Downend, Bristol.

LTel: (0272) 575550 - Outside office hours: Abson 3501 >




exnavsts o THE BEST

DEAL EVER! GUARANTEED!

We are a completely independent
Bristol company so we get the best
deals from all the manufacturers at
one time.

* * * * *

MANOR TYRES SUPPORT BRISTOL ROVERS

Our thanks to Bristol Rovers Supporters
who support Manor Tyres

¥* ¥ ¥* * *
(h)llriimﬁi 8.30 am-5.30 pm FREE F‘.:""" hﬂlﬂ:::
Fras i " -3,
Sat. 8.30 am—4.30 pm F"‘"NG w i

MANOR o
CENTRES

TYRES & EXHAUSTS)

Duckmoor Road, Ashton Gate. Tel: 662521
Contact: CHRIS NEW

Speedwell Road, Kingswood. Tel: 611131

(next to Fire Station)
Contact: JOHN OLLIS

Stoke Lane Garage, Westbury-on-Trym. Tel: 621046
Contact: DELL JONES

MANOR MOTORING MEANS MUCH MORE VALUE FOR FAR LESS MONEY!




Programmes supplied
by Mike Jay

FIXTURE LIST, 1946

Bristol Rovers Football Club

LIMITED

Con, A, L. Stevens (Chairman),

Direclors :
]. P. Hare,
E, C. Lloyd, G.Humphreys,

J. R. Bissicks,
L. Champeny,

Medical Officer :
Dr, C. B. Mora, M.R.CS,

FOOTBALL LEAGUE, WESTERN LEAGUE ETC,
For Agt.
Jun &, Bourmemouth A, B 3 | Jan B
League Cup Cualifying Competition, w 18
Jan 12, Exster City H 2 1 w 26,
19. Exeter City A, 1 0 Feb 2.
26, Torquay United A. 0 1 || ., 0
Feb 2. Torquay Utd. H. Abandoned | w18,
8. Port Vale H. 4 2 w 28,
18. Port Vale A. O 1 Mar 2.
o 23, Cardiff City H. 1 0 9,
Mar 2. Cardiff City A0 3 16, H. A. S. Hoare,
9. Bournemouth A, 3 3 w 23,
1. Bournemouth H, 1 2 w30,
23. Bristol City H. 0 0 April 6,
,, 30, Hristol City A® 0 . 28
April ¢, Swindon H. o 1%
13, Swindon A, | w20,
19. Torquay H. May 4.
20. DBrighton H.
22. Brighton A, |
Kick Off 30 p.m. 6th April, 1946
Right BRISTOL ROVERS Left
Weare
2 3
Smith, W, Watkins
4 5 [}
Bandord Warren (Capl.) W hitheld
7 8 10 1
Robbins Butterworth Lambden Davis Hargett
=0 Referee— e ; ; f—;ﬂm— -
Mr. J. M. WILTSHIRE. Mr. C. HARBRIDGE,
Williams Painler Derrick Lucas Jones
‘11 10 | ] [ ]
Lovesay Cousins Llovd
&
McDonald Preece
3 2
Burton
Left SWINDON Right
NEXT | Saturday, April 13, 1946. K.O. 3 p.m.
.chu | WESTERN FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

Officil Programme

Secretary ;
CHAS. F. FERRARI

Nag. Offices: EASTVILLE BRISTOL
STADIUM

PRICE 2d.

Today we feature a simple four page
programme, size 5" x4%" — worth
over £5 — 500 times the original cover
price!

It's from the Rovers v. Swindon
Third Division (South) League Cup-tie
on 6th April 1946, which ended in a
0-0 draw in front of 9,029 spectators.

Professional soccer resumed after
the war in January 1946 with a re-
gionalised Cup competition — Rovers
reaching the semi-final before losing
to Walsall.

Altogether Rovers and Swindon met
six times during the season. Rovers
won three and drew two of the games.




Today's Visitors

DIGEST

* Lou Macari's claim that Swindon Town are to the Fourth
Division what Manchester United are to Division One was given
early credence on the opening day of the season when the top
gate of their section — 3,591 — entered the palatial County
Ground for the 2—1 win over Wrexham.

* Their new North Stand, which is particularly impressive,
was built in 1971, midway through Town's halcyon spell just
over a decade ago —which embraced winning the League Cup
in 1969, the Anglo-Italian Cup in 1970 and enjoyed Second
Division status from 1969 to 1974.

* Former Rovers coach and manager Fred Ford succeeded
Danny Williams as Swindon boss in August 1969 and had two
years in charge before being replaced by ex-Spurs star Dave
MacKay.

* Season 1981-82 was a most traumatic one for the
Robbins. Their 4-1 win over Rovers on 17th October took
them to the top of Division Three — but by the end of the
campaign they had slumped to a relegation position.

* Life in Division Four has proved tough financially — and
but for the sale of Paul Rideout to Aston Villa for a six-figure fee
two summers ago there might not even have been a Swindon
Town in existence today.

* Success again was elusive last season. But a few months
ago a fairy godmother in the shape of local insurance company
Lowndes Lambert came up with a £200,000 sponsorship offer
which has resulted in the amival of ex-Manchester United,
Celtic and Scotland star [Lou Macari as their player-manager.

* Although appointed after his players had already reported
back for pre-season training, Lou has acted quickly to
strengthen his squad with three recent additions in Peter
Coyne, Alister Sperring and Chris Ramsay.

THE MAN IN CHARGE

Lou Macari — player-manager
— amived at the County Ground
during the summer as part of
Swindon’s massive sponsorship
deal, having made his _name
during a glittering career with
Celtic, Manchester United and
Scotland.

WHO’S WHO

Scott Endersby — goalkeeper —
broke into the first team last season
when Jimmy Allan was injured.
and became the first choice goal-
keeper. Player of the year last
season, his first year at the club
after amiving from Tranmere
Rovers.

Alister Sperring — goalkeeper -
snapped up by Lou Macari on a
month's loan from Southampton
straight after Saints signed Phil Kite
from Rovers. Made his League
debut ten days ago.

Simon Gibson — defender -
joined Swindon during last season
from Chelsea, his brother is, and
father was, a professional foot-
baller too.

Chris Ramsay — defender -
another loan signing, clinched last
Thursday. Former Bristol City
apprentice, has made 30 appear-
ances for Brighton, injured in 1983
F.A. Cup Final against Manchester
United and missed the replay.
Andy Rowland — defender - Mr.
Versatility, he played everywhere
last season, including in goal, and
ended up as a centre half, having
spent his career as a striker.

Mike Graham — defender - left
the County Ground at the end of
the season, but returned during the
summer, he began his career with
Bolton in 1978, arriving at
Swindon in 1981.
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broke into the first team last season
when dJimmy Allan was injured,
and became the first choice goal-
keeper. Player of the year last
season, his first year at the club
after arriving from Tranmere
Rovers,

Alister Sperring — goalkeeper —
snapped up by Lou Macari on a
month's loan from Southampton
straight after Saints signed Phil Kite
from Rovers. Made his League
debut ten days ago.

Simon Gibson — defender -
joined Swindon during last season
from Chelsea, his brother is, and
father was, a professional foot-
baller too.

Chris Ramsay — defender —
another loan signing, clinched last
Thursday. Former Bristol City
apprentice, has made 30 appear-
ances for Brighton, injured in 1983
F.A. Cup Final against Manchester
United and missed the replay,
Andy Rowland — defender — Mr.
Versatility, he played everywhere
last season, including in goal, and
ended up as a centre half, having
spent his career as a striker.

Mike Graham — defender - left
the County Ground at the end of
the season, but returned during the
summer, he began his career with
Bolton in 1978, amiving at
Swindon in 1981,

Colin Baillie — defender - made
his debut for Town, the club to
which he was apprenticed, in 1982
and is now an established member
of the team,

Paul Batty — midfield - a
promising player who makes up for
his lack of height with his enthus-
iasm, he is another one who was an
apprentice at the County Ground,
Leigh Barnard — midfield -
moved to Swindon in June 1982
from Portsmouth where he made
79 appearances, during the
summer he has gained a full F.A.
coaching badge.

Garry Nelson — striker - joined
the club last season from Southend
where he played 140 times.
Marked his debut for Swindon with
a goal.

Dave Hockaday - striker — fast
and tricky winger who signed from
his only other club, Blackpool, last
surnmer,

Alan Mayes — striker — topped
the goalscoring charts last season
after his return to Swindon from
Chelsea, but was transfer listed
after a series of clashes with
previous boss Ken Beamish,
Peter Coyne — striker — Lou
Macari's first capture, from non-
League Hyde United, After scoring
a Wembley hat-trick in an England
schoolboy international and sign-
ing for Manchester United, he
looked set for stardom, but drifted
out of the League after spells with
Bolton and Crewe,

Back row: Charlie Henry, Simon
Gibson, Alan Churchward, Nigel
Gray, Scolt Endersby, Andy Wollen,
Mark Hughes. Centre row: Hamy
Gre%| asst, manager), John Trollope

coach), Jamie Ruynclcls Mark

sardiner, Martin - Davison, Sean
Prowse, Mike Graham, Dave
Hockaday, Kevin Morrs (physio).

Front row: Paul Batty, Gary Nelson,
Leigh Bamard, Lou Macar (player
manager), Andy Rowland, Alan
Mayes, Colin Baillie. Seated: Mark
Payne; Sheldon Lee.

A BMX Spectacular Tonight

starring

The Skyway Factory Freestyle Team
including

Billy (Mr. Air) Stupple and Craig Campbell

also presenting

Glyn Lewis (D.P. Freestyler)

Presented by:
BIKEOLOGY, 68 Park Row, Telephone: 279981
Sponsored by:
CLARKSWOOD TIMBER
HOW THEY STOOD

Last season’s final Fourth Division table;
P W D L F A Pts
York City 46 31 B 7 96 39 9
Doncaster Rovers 46 24 13 9 82 b4 85
Reacling 46 226 884 b6 82
Bristol City a6 24 10 12 70 44 82
Aldershot 6 22 e e il Lol e
Blackpool 46 21 QUi LG 0N B2
. Peterbarough United 46 18 14 14 72 48 68
Colchester United 6 17 16 13 69 B3 67
Torquay United 46 18 13 15 59 64 67
Tranmere Rovers 46 17 15 14 53 53 66
Hereford United 4616 150116110544 83 63
Stockport County 46 17 11 18 60 &4 62
Chesterfield 46 15 15 16 59 61 60
Darlington vaFyReey i TR il SR U iR )
Bury 4 15 14 17 61 64 59
Crewe Alexandra 46 16 11 19 .56/ 67 .59
SWINDON TOWN 46 15 13 18 58 56 58
Naorthampton Town 46 13 14 19,:53 78 163
Mansfield Town (TSR D b NS e SR o R R0 Y v
Wrexham 46 11 15 200 59 74 48
Halifax Town 46 12 1222 5bh B9 48
Rochdale 46 11 13/ 22 B2 B0 46
Hartlepool United 46 10 10 26 47 85 40
Chestar City 46 7 13 26 45 82 34




EXCLUSIVE...
ITSINACLASS OF ITS OWN.

And one of the most potent—powered by a fuel-injected
1800" ohc engine, with 5-speed gearbox combining peak
performance with economy. Saloons or 5-door Hatchbacks.

Externally distinguished by B Front spoiler with
integral fog/spot lamps B Spol\cd alloy roadwheels
B Sliding steel sunroof B Headlamp wash/wipe

Internal appointments include M Power assisted steering
B Electrically-operated front windows and twin door
mirrors W Tinted glass @ Stereo radio/stereo cassette
B Luxurious brown “Turin’ velour fabric trim.

Cavalier CD—Better. By design.

HINTON GARAGES (BATH) LTD

UPPER BRISTOL RD,

BATH.
0225 22131 AFT HRS 02217 2641 BE[GM

MAIN SPONSORS TO BRISTOL ROVERS COMMERCIAL DEPT.




David Williams provides
a coaching viewpoint

Welcome to tactical talk-in, a new series in which
Rovers boss David Williams will attempt to explain the
ideas used at Eastville and by other teams.

If you are puzzled by any aspect of soccer, explain
your query simply and send it to “Tactical Talk-In",
Bristol Rovers F.C., Hambrook Training Ground,
Filton Road, Bristol BS16 1JG.

A SIMPLE GAME

“Football is basically a simple game, and at times it is
easy to get bogged down in theories and forget what
the sport is all about. So I'll aim to keep this series as
straightforward as possible.

“[ thought it worth starting by explaining the basic
systemn which we at Rovers try to play, which is a 4-4-2
formation. Four defenders, four midfield men, and two
attackers.

“It is the system played by Liverpool, and therefore
copied by many teams, although | like to think we use it
with a little more flair than most because we encourage
our wide midfield men to play more like old-fashioned

Qvingers.

"I think people like to see wingers, but there are very
few sides which play out and out wide men in the way
sides used to. You have to encourage them to do their
share of defensive work, because these days full backs
do more attacking, and somebody must both mark the
opposing full back, and cover the space left when his
own full back goes on an attacking raid.

“A winger who didn’t defend would be a luxury, and
you would need to have somebody with outstanding
ability to be willing to give him that freedom.

“It would also be probable that in that situation the
full back would do less attacking. Teams have got very
good at exploiting space behind a defence down the
wings, and to allow two men to come forward would

be taking a gamble."” _J

/_

Bristol & West

Motor
Auction
Limited

Midland Road, St. Phillips,
Bristol.
Tel. Bristol (0272) 55141/2

Collection and Delivery Service
Estimates Free

Space for 400 vehicles
Excellent canteen facilities

All charges subject to V.A.T.
Valeting Service

Free Valuations

H.P. Settlements

Bristol & West Motor Auction Ltd.
sponsor Wayne Jones.

Auctions held every Tuesday and Thursday at 7pm.

Daily Viewing

Indemnity Scheme for £5

Special Terms for motor trade and fleet operators
Commercial sales second Tuesday at 12 noon
every month.
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Mike Allen interviews
a key figure

MORE WORK FOR BUSY JACK

Groundsman Jack Pitt has a new challenge ahead of
him this season — looking after the club’s artificial playing
surface.

During the summer at Hambrook the synthetic pitch has
been laid, but that's far from the end of the work that has to
be done onit.

Jack has been told the best way of looking after it is to
water it before players go on. “I'm not sure I'll be around at
10 o’clock at night to do that”’, he said.

He has already been out on it with a roller, but says:
“The experts say the best thing is for people to play on it.

“It will be about four months before it's settled down,
but can take about four inches of rain.”

It's just another thing for Jack, and his assistants Gary
Vile and Mike Walker, to think about as they keep them-
selves busy looking after the pitch at Eastville and the
training ground at Hambrook.

Credit Harry Smith

Modest Jack, who became head groundsman five years
ago, says of the pitch at Eastville which is in such a great
condition: ‘“The credit must really go to Harry Smith, my
predecessor.

“‘He started all the good work, 1 just try to carry on where
he left off.”

But that can be time consuming for the man who graced
Eastville so many times in the seasons that followed the
war.

He probably spends more time on the pitch now than he
ever did as a player. After each match he reckons to walk
about four miles in three-and-a-half hours treading in the
divots.

Just to add a further complication to his task, he can’t get
onto the pitch on Mondays or Thursdays because of the
greyhounds, and they cause him other headaches too.

“Where they put the starting traps on the corers of the
pitch | have to re-lay the grass every summer.”

But Jack loves his job. “‘I couldn’t work anywhere but
outside, it's what keeps me so fit."”

At the end of the season Jack will be 65, but still weighs
the same as in his playing days — just over 10%2 stones.
e And any suggestions that he might like to retire are

— s = s quickly dispelled: “Oh no, notso longas they'll let me keep
JACK PITT going’', he said. >




PRESENTS

A SPECTACULAR LIGHT AND
LASER SHOW

EVERY NIGHT AT
THE BRIGHTEST AND BEST
NIGHT SPOT IN BRISTOL

Dress: Casual - Trendy — Smart

Open 9.00pm - 2.00am

Cocktails —

— Light Meals
Where people meet
every night -

of course -
THE STUDIO

Open every Monday 8.00pm - 1.00am
and every Thursday to Saturday 9.00pm - 2.00am
FROGMORE STREET, BRISTOL

SPONSORKIT

MR WARE PERIOD DECORATORS LTD

C__AS_HLEY Polygon Lodge, Hotwells, Bristol.
MARK HEMMINGS WASTE DISPOSAL LTD
BRAIN ] s Glbrlth Road, Bristol 5. Tel: 512000
NEIL SPARROWS LTD.
! SLATTER Brookgate, South Liberty Lane, Bedminster.
LEE FAMOUS NAMES
M | R _(_Zarlyle Road, Greenbank, Bristol.
WAYNE DAVID J. FEARLTD
NOBLE Premier & Colston Service Stations, Bristol,
i _ Tel:40844/28713
BRIAN B & M BRICKER
WILLIAMS Newsagents, 176 Lawrence Hill, Bristol 5.
TiM STEPHEN COX WEST & CO
PARKIN (Commercial Stationers & Office Equipment)
_ 27 Brook Gate, Ashton Vale. Tel: 665197
AIDAN M. &S VIDEO
K McCAFFEHY _ Muller Road, Eastville, Bristol.
PHIL DUNFORDS DAIRIES
MR;_____ Aldemoor Way, Longwell Green, Bristol.
DAVID DON LIPPIAT
WILLIAMS ‘The Shop', Easter Compton. Open 7 days a week.
GERAINT ABBOTS PRESS
WILLIAMS" | 153 Church Road, St. George. Tel: 556321
DAI ‘ AVON EXHIBITIONS
WITHERS 171 Bryants Hill, St. George, Bristol.
IAN Bristol Rovers Presidents Club
HOLLOWAY (by the members)
STEVE SUPERPRINT LTD (Lithographic Printers)
WHITE Unit 5, Markon Buildings, Chip. Sod. Tel: 319725
PAUL JOHN BRADSHAW
RANDALL Ye Old Farmhouse, 1 Lansdown Road, Bath.
I | N g Tel: Bath 316162
ARCHIE HESFLO INSTALLATIONS LTD
STEPHENS Badminton Road Trading Estate, Yate. -
IAN POWELL & GOULD LTD
WESTON (Plumbing and Heating Engineers)
253 Two Mile Hill Road. Tel: 679995
MARK SID PURNELL (High Class Butcher)
O'CONNOR 114 Stapleton Road. Tel: 556357
WAYNE BRISTOL & WEST MOTOR AUCTIONS
| _J(_J_N_ES 41 Midiand Road, Old Market, Tel: 555141

SPECIAL KIT SPONSORSHIP — ELECTRA BECKUM
have sponsored Sandra, Sandra and Toni,

our Sponsors Lounge girls.

WAVAYAAYAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAIV,

N AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

HEATHER JENNER
MARRIAGE BUREAU

Tel: Chipping Sodbury 322931
Viviviviviviviviviviiiviviviviviviviviviviviviv)

Mrs Temple
Brickhouse Farm
43 Church Road
Yate BS17 5BH
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MIKE BARRETT MEMORIAL FUND

‘A CABARET EXTRAVAGANZA’

Starring
STAN BOARDMAN, JOHNNY MORE & SWEET ILLUSION
> :__-"f"[fj”ﬁ- s

g“) MECCA LEISURE CENTRE,
%@ ! FROGMORE STREET, BRISTOL.
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Sunday 30th September 1984 8 p.m. until 1a.m.

£5 All Proceeds to ‘Mike Barrett Memorial Fund’ £5

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE FOLLOWING ADDRESSES

Bristol Rovers Training Centre, Hambrook

Bristol Rovers Supporters Club Shop, 468 Stapleton Road, Eastville
M. & S. Video Library, 662 Muller Road, Eastville

Eagle Travel, 112 Church Road, Redfield

Soundwell Stores, 30 Soundwell Road, Staple Hill

John Treasure Newsagents, 2 Dominion Road, Fishponds
Sports West, Flaxpits Lane, Winterbourne

Clock Tower Fish Bar, 84 Regent Street, Kingswood
N.S.S., The Shopping Centre, Yate

Premier Service Station, 359 Gloucester Road, Horfield
Colston Service Station, Lewins Mead, City Centre

Peter Carol Travel, Bamfield House, Whitchurch

(next door to Sports Centre)

Pirates Lottery Kiosk, Broadmead

(by British Home Stores)

Postal Applications to MIKE LEWIS, Bristol Rovers Training Ground,
Filton Road, Hambrook, Bristol BS16 1JG.

NO ADMITTANCE ON THE DOOR WITHOUT A TICKET BOUGHT IN ADVANCE.



Steve Meecham
writes . . .

HOW YOU’LL READ
ALL ABOUT IT
TOMORROW

Twenty-two players at Eastville tonight will be
working to a deadline.

They know they have to score more goals than their
opponents in exactly 90 minutes.

But they're not the only ones this evening in a race
against time.

Glance up at the press box and you'll see sports
journalists already preparing their reports for
tomorrow morning's papers.

Take my colleague Mike Allen, who covers Rovers
for the Western Daily Press. In football terms, he's the
star striker — the man who gets all the glory (or the
criticism if his reports don’t find their target).

Front Man

But he'd be the first to admit that he's just the front
man, one of a team,

Before Mike even left the office he was given what
journalists call ““a length"" to write to. It doesn't matter
whether the game is dull or a ten goal thriller he will
have to supply exactly the ordered number of words —
neither more nor less,

Throughout the game he'll make his notes. Then,
with 15 minutes left, he'll begin mapping out his report
in rough — knowing that he'll have to rewrite it
completely if something major happens before the
end.

As soon as the referee blows his whistle, Mike will be
on the phone to the office, dictating his report to the
typists — known as copytakers — as the race to produce
tomorrow's paper begins in earnest.

His report must be on the Chief Sports Sub-Editor's
desk by 9.30 p.m. It's his job to decide exactly where
the Rovers story will go on the sports pages. Perhaps it
will be “back page lead". Perhaps it will take second
place to a Cram world record or a Botham exclusive.

Once the Chief Sports Sub has made his decision he
will immediately issue his headline instructions to the
other sports subs,

They read Mike's report, check it for any errors,
mark in the printing instructions and then think up a
suitable headline.

Huge Presses

By now it is nearing 10 p.m. and the printers will be
getting desperate for copy. Within the next hour and a
half the story passes from one printing department to
another, from keyboard operators to readers, from
compositors to the men who actually operate the huge
presses.

By midnight the presses are actually rolling and the
first copies of tomorrow's Westem Daily Press —
complete with a report of the Rovers v. Swindon match
— will be printed, ready to be rushed across the West
Country to the various newspaper wholesalers.

Another deadline will have been successfully
reached —we hope!
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Tandoori Restaurant

for fine Indian Cuisine. Specialising in
Tandoori and exotic curries.
The last word in Gourmet dining.

Take away available.

Open every day
12.00pm - 2.30pm
6.00pm - 11.30pm

123 Fishponds Road
Upper Eastville
Bristol

Telephone

Bristol 510933




A miscellany from
Rovers' files

AGE ©

Popular Archie Stephens
made his Rovers’ debut on
the 5th September 1981
when he came on as substitute
during a 2-0 away defeat at
Chesterfield.

And the following Saturday
he had his first full game,
scoring both goals in a 2-1
home win over Reading.

It was a remarkable tran-
sition from playing in the
Western League for Melksham
Town the previous season —
and local parks football in
Liverpool three years earlier.

Now, of course, Archie's
never-say-die spirit has made
him a folk hero amongst the
Eastville regulars in the same
way as the effervescent Bill
Roost was in the Fifties.

ARCHIE’S DEBUT

ARCHIE STEPHENS — celebrating
his goal in Rovers' 5—-2 defeat in a
League match at Swindon in March
1982,

FARMER’S
ARRIVAL

Cornish inside forward Johnny
Brown, who joined Rovers on a
free transfer from Plymouth
Argyle earlier in the summer,
scored both goals in his debut on
the 7th September 1963 ina2-2
home draw with Peterborough
United.

He linked up with one of the
most prolific attacks in the club’s
history — during that season Alfie
Bigags smashed all records with 37
goals, lan Hamilton and Harold
Jarman both hit 17, and Johnny
chipped in with 15.

Johnny left Rovers in 1968,
joining Torquay United because
his father was in poor health and
needed help on the family farm in
Cornwall,

Sunday the 6th SEPTEMBER 1959 was the day Rovers’ FLOOD-
LIGHTS were switched on for the first time. The players trained under
the lights the same evening in preparation for their Second Division
game against Ipswich Town the following evening — which Rovers won
21 in front of a 24,093 crowd thanks to two goals from Peter Hooper.

S/




James Bond
writes . ..

IT’S NOT SO EASY ¥

Whoever says professional footballers have life all
their own way should have a serious rethink.

Following a challenge from manager David
Williams, I recently joined the Rovers staff for training
at the British Aerospace sports ground at Filton when
the squad reported back after the summer break, He
said that I, a hack journalist, wouldn't be able to stay
the pace.

Well, I'm glad to say | managed to complete every-
thing — but it didn't half take it out of me,

The session included running and sprinting flat-out
round the two-mile perimeter of the ground, stop-start
sprinting and short, sharp exercises at a furious rate.

Mad Keen

And even though | was in the “sociable” group
(their own description) of Phil Bater, Archie Stephens
and Geraint Williams, the going was still tough. Thank
goodness | wasn't paired with lan Holloway, the mad
keen — or just mad, depending on how you look at it —
human dynamo who managed to do everything at a
hundred m.p.h.

Even so, as Wayne Jones cracked the whip for the
final 200-yard sprint, | found my legs just wouldn't go
any faster.

But Jones was kind to say afterwards he was
impressed with my accomplishments. ‘‘For someone
who's not professionally fit and who's not done any-
thing over the summer, you were very determined and
kept up with the pace well”, he told me. And he was
spot-on there: often sheer will-power had kept my legs

GERAINT WILLIAMS
—in the “sociable”

group.

L ‘Gt P

But how much exercise are the plavers expected to
do over the summer? ““Obviously they've got to look
after themselves, and we set them no strict pro-
grammes”, said dJones. ‘“The club's played in a
number of five-a-side tournaments, which has helped
some of the players, and some also play other sports
like tennis and golf,

“If any of them did nothing though, they'd certainly
feel it in the first few days of training."”

Without question | can vouch for that. Muscles ache
where you never knew you had muscles.

Called James

Jones takes charge of training as playver-manager
Williams gets stuck in with the rest of the playing staff —
and he gets called a few names as he pushes everyone
to the peak of their physical ability.

“But that doesn’t bother me”, he said. “In fact, |
expect it.

"“The rewards for success in football are great, but
there’s no easy short cut to that success. It can only be
achieved through working extremely hard.

"I don't think there’s any player who doesn't enjoy
playing — but the discipline of pushing yourself in
training, not going out drinking when perhaps all your
friends are, and facing up to all the pressures of striving
all the way for success on the field, not for 90 minutes
but for seven days a week, can sometimes be very hard
to take.”

going.

UNIT 2 CARBODIES

FOR QUALITY RESPRAYS AND BODYWORK
NO DENT IS TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE FOR US!

Insurance, Private or Contract Jobs.
STOKE VIEW ROAD, FISHPONDS

Estimates Free.
Tel: 656780 8 am—6 pm
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Soccer gossip gathered
for THE PIRATE

Departures
To Stop

Paul Bannon joined Cardiff City on a
loan transfer which could lead to a
permanent move — to Wales, Devon or
East Anglia.

For besides Cardiff, Plymouth Argyle
and Cambridge United expressed a
definite interest in signing him for a
month with a view to a full transfer.

Comments manager David Williarns:
"Both Paul and | would have preferred
that he had signed for a club on a
permanent basis straight away, but all
three clubs insisted they wanted to have
him for a month first before deciding to
go the whole hog

“I'm sure both Argyle and United will
monitor his progress with Cardiff closely
during the month.”

Paul's possible eventual departure is
likely to mark the end of the spell of
shedding players which has been a
prominent feature at Rovers in the last
three months — with Mark Hughes
joining Swansea City, Tony Pulis going

PAUL BANNON - also interests
Plymouth and Cambridge.

to Newport County ‘and Phil Kite
moving to Southampton.

Adds David Williams; "“We are cer-
fainly not in the business of selling any
more players. If a big club came in for a
promising youngster we would have to
consider the lad's own wishes, but other
than that, | have no thoughts of selling.

“Apart from Paul Bannon, no one
wants to leave. In fact, we want to build
our squad, If we progress in the Milk
Cup, a plum draw might provide cash
for a digning.”

David and his assistant Wayne Jones
are busy studying reports on players —
ready to pounce should the need arise.

The Lid
Stays On

Every time Graeme Souness used
to hold the Milk Cup aloft at
Wembley the lid would fall off —
that problem has been solved by
Liverpool's three successive vic-
tories enabling them to win it out-
right and place it permanently in
the Anfield trophy room.

Now a new Milk Cup, costing
£6,000, has been made and in
the words of Peter Raymond of
the Football League's marketing |
company: “The lid will stay on this
one. It's better looking too!”

The National Dairy Council has
also increased the prize fund by
£30,000 to £490,000 — mainly for
the benefit of the less successful
clubs.

The 28 first round losers will pick
up £1,500 instead of £1,000 and
the 32 second round losers £2,500
instead of £2,000.

KEITH VALLE AND
MIKE BAILEY PRESENT

‘Pirate Radio’

* Records * Requests * Scores *

Every First Team Home Match

Request a record (sensible
please!) that the boys cannot
play at the following home
match and we will give you two
free stand seats.

Write to Keith and Mike:
¢/o Bristol Rovers Football Club
Hambrook Training Ground,
Filton Road, Hambrook,

a8 Bristol BS16 1JG.

THE THINGS THEY SAY...

“I've always wanted to become a manager and Swindon is a
marvellous place to start. After spending all my career at
Manchester United and Celtic, there aren’t many Fourth
Division clubs which could have excited me — but Swindon

do.”

— LOU MACARLI, on the day he was appointed boss at the County

Ground.

“I'll tell you how seriously I take the job —1 haven'tbeentoa
race meeting since the beginning of August and you know how
much I love the horses and a bet. It must be the longest I've
kept away from a horse track in my adult life.”

— ALAN BALL, illustrating his dedication to the Portsmouth manager's

job.

“I expect Bristol City to finish above Rovers!”
— RICHARD LATHAM, Evening Post soccer ‘expert’ assessing this

season's prospects.

J/
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B.B.C. Radio Bristol’s
Colin Howlett
writes . . .

IS THIS BEST
POST-WAR XI?

Season ticket holders were given the opportunity this
summer of entering a free competition — with a Leyland
Metro car from Victoria Garage, Weston-super-Mare as
the prize — to name the best team from Rovers’ post-War
players.

So for a few evenings managing director Gordon Bennett
chaired a meeting between local joumnalists David Foot, Robin
Perry and myself to select what we considered to be the best
eleven,

The qualifications required included a minimum of 25
appearances in Rovers' colours — which, of course, ruled out
the likes of Alan Ball and Mike Channon.

Thinking back over the years produced a most enjoyable
evening, but the good natured arguments raged to such an
extent, that we had been round the table for the best part of
3 hours, before we finally came up with our team.

And the position of goalkeeper probably caused us more
heart searching than any other. There were so many
candidates of equal merit,

Justified Claims

The names of Dick Sheppard and Bert Hoyle had very
justified claims, but we eventually decided on Jim Eadie, pri-
marily because of his remarkable record while at the club, and
but for recurring back trouble, it's likely that Jim would have
gone on to represent his native Scatland.

The name of Harry Bamford had very little competition for
the right-back spot, and | am sure that many supporters voted
for him purely due to his reputation,

| can assure those supporters that Hamy's reputation was
thoroughly justified. .

Gary Mabbutt won the left back spot, with his main com-
petitor Terry Cooper. But although Gary filled practically every
position for the club, Terry played either as a sweeper or in
midfield while at Eastville

For the twin central defence spot, we opted for Larry Lloyd
and Ray Warren, Ray was captain of what was probably Bristol
Rovers’ best ever team, and although our side did not require a
skipper, if it had needed one, then Ray Warren would certainly
have been my personal choice.

We decided on two players for midfield. and, again, after
much discussion, we came up with the skill of Jackie Pitt, and
the power of Brian Godfrey.

The competition in this department was particularly fierce —
and it was with the utmost reluctance that we had to pass over
even the illustrious claims of our gifted present management
team of David Willlams and Wayne Jones

HARRY BAMFORD
—reputation justified.

To give the fans a real treat, we decided to play two men up
front, and also two genuine wingers

Alan Warboys and Bruce Bannister were strong candidates
for the striking roles, bul eventually we opted for Geoff
Bradford and Alfie Biggs. But for two crippling knee injuries,
Geoff would probably have reached for the sky, and in the case
of Alf, perhaps a slight lack of ambition was all that prevented
him from reaching the very top.

For the number seven shirt, Harold Jarman just pipped
George Petherbridge, and on the other side of the field the
choice was Peter Hooper, who could not only cross the ball
with deadly accuracy, but also had just about the hardest shot
that 've ever seen in football, and that includes Bobby
Charlton.

Our apologies to the very many fine players who did not
quite make our team because the number of names mentioned
during the evening by Robin, David and myself could probably
have made up three or four teams, and very good teams at that.

Anyway, that's our team, but | am sure that many readers
heartily disagree, and probably for a variety of reasons. If that is
the case and if you do feel strongly enough about it, write to;
Fan Mail, Bristol Rovers Football Club, Hambrook Training
Ground, Filton, Bristol BS16 1JG

THE WINNER

The winner of the car in the competition was Mr, R. W.
Highfield of 10 Gladstone Road, Hengrove, Bristo! BS14 9LP,
His tearm came closest to that selected by the panel — with just
two variations, having Vic Lambden and George Petherbridge
instead of Brian Godfrey and Harold Jarman

"It was amazing how everyone s selections varied. Out of the
hundreds of entries, | don't think there were hardly two
identical. Mr. Highfield's was the only one with two differences
from the panel's selection, and there were half a dozen entries
with three variations"', reports Gordon Bennett.




AVON EXHIBITIONS

@ EXHIBITION STAND DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
@ TELEVISION AND STAGE SCENERY CONTRACTORS
@ ADVERTISING BOARD PRODUCTION AND SIGNWRITING

Suppliers to Bristol Rovers Football Club

For your requirements contact MIKE CLARKE at

171 BRYANTS HILL, ST. GEORGE, BRISTOL BS5 8RG or
Telephone: Bristol 601044

Woodland Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1UB
Telephone: Conference Office 731260 Hotel 738432

treat yourself — book now for our

FABULOUS CHRISTMAS GALA SHOW

Dancing — Cabaret — 4-Course Meal

Thursday December 13th 8.30 p.m.-1.00a.m. £10.40




During November we shall be holding our third

Mastermind football quiz. It will be run on the same

lines as the popular television programme with a round

of specialist questions and a round of questions on

general football knowledge. If you would like to enter,

please write to me c/o 468 Stapleton Road enclosing

your name, address and your first and second choices

of specialist subject from the list below. Your second

choice is needed as we can only accept the first three

entries on any topic.

. European Cup Finals 19561983

. F.A. Cup Finals 19461983

. British Clubs in European Cup 19551983

. British Clubs in European Cup Winners Cup/

UEFA Cup

Bristol Rovers in F.A. Cup 19461983

Bristol Rovers in Football League Cup 1960-1983

. Football League Cup Finals 1960-1983

. Bristol City Players 19601983

. England Intemational Players and Matches
1960-1983

. Wales International Players and Matches
1960-1983

. Scotland International Players and Matches
1960-1983

12. Northern Ireland International Players and

Matches 19601983
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13. Any Other League Club Players 1960-1983

(except Bristol Rovers)
14. Bristol Rovers Players 1946-1983
15. World Cup Tournaments 1950-1982

Our highly successful Sunday football team will
shortly be commencing their new League campaign
and will be hoping to match the success achieved
during the last few years. You may recall that last
season they won Division One of the Bristol and
District Sunday League finishing with thirteen succes-
sive victories. This takes them to within three wins of
their existing record of successive victories which was
achieved between April and December 1979.

Malicolm Norman has compiled a very interesting
statistical survey of the team since they started playing
competitive matches in 1977-78. A total of 150
matches have been played with an impressive 97
victories having been recorded. 591 goals have been
scored with only 286 conceded. The all-time appear-
ances chart is headed by Dave Richardson with 159
and the leading scorer is John Bond with 178 goals.

| should like to take this opportunity of wishing the
team a successful season. Regular reports on their
progress will appear in this column throughout the
season. Nigel Andrews

PRESIDENTS CLUB

Congratulations to manager David
Williams and all his staff on a great start to
the season, a just reward for all the hard
work they have put in preparing for a suc-
cessful campaign.

The Presidents Club have also been
working hard. Secretary Roy Cowell
informs us that only a few of last season’s
members have not re-joined and therefore
only a few vacancies exist.

So, if any member requires an extra seat
or has a friend with a love for Bristol Rovers,
please contact Roy — quickly!

Our Buffet-Supper Dance at the Crest
Hotel on Wednesday 3rd October has been
korganised as a "‘thank you™ for the support

we have received from our members in
recent seasons. An invitation has also been
extended for each member to invite a friend
to what we all hope will be an enjoyable
evening.

During the evening we will be launching
our 200 Club — but more about that
later. . . .

Edwin Duke is also working hard arrang-
ing away travel for members — any sugges-
tions and help will be appreciated as we
hope more members will be supporting the
team away from home.

We welcome all our friends from Swin-
don for tonight’s game and hope they enjoy
their evening at Eastville.

John Goodchild 1




Season 1984/85
ata glance

Fixtures copynght of the Football League and not to be reproduced without permission

* Substitute used tIncludes own goals

APPEARANCES AND
GOALSCORERS =

1984-85 Career-to-date

A G A G _
Cashley 2 — 39 —
Holloway 2 — 8147 12
McCaffery 2 — 179 +4 9 —
O'Connor 2 — - —
Parkin 2 — 137 +1 7
Randall 2 2 195+ 18 85
Slatter 2 — 131+1 3
Stephens 2 1 93 4+ 30 37 .
Williams (B) 2 1 148 + 2 17
Williams (D) 2 2 355 +8 72
Williams (G) 2 — 124 +3 i =~
Bater —_t+1 — 271 +5 3
Bannon — — 12 4 _
Noble — — —+1 —
White — == 97 +11 35
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Photos by Club Photographer
Alan Marshall

MORE ACTION FROM SWINDON

Above — DAVID WILLIAMS steers home Rovers’
fourth goal in the 5-1 first leg victory at Swindon.

Right - MARK O’CONNOR demonstrates his superb
ball control.

Below — PAUL RANDALL completes Rovers’ nap Ak
hand with this fine header.
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Previewing some of our
forthcoming fixtures

BURNLEY AND
READING TESTS

Brian
(above) is one of the many ex-First
Division stars Rovers will face at Bumley
on Saturday.

Despite the departure of manager
John Bond — who's been replaced by his

Welsh  international Flynn

assistant John Benson — and several
leading players, Burnley still possess one
of the strongest squads in Division
Three,

And with newly-promoted Reading -
spearheaded by free-scoring Trevor
Senior — due at Eastville on Saturday
week, Rovers face two tough tests of
their ability to be amongst the section’s
leaders for the third season in
succession,

-

BURNLEY

For the benefit of our supporters
intending to travel to our next away
Canon League fixture at Burnley next
Saturday, kick-off 3 pm., we are
pleased to provide the following
information.

Ground: Turf Moor, Burnley (Tel: 0282
27777).

Visitors Enclosure: Entry from Belve-
dere Road (Turnstiles 46 to 54). No
price reductions for Juveniles/Senior
Citizens.

Supporters Club Coaches: Fare
£8.00, depart Eastvile Stadium
9.30 am.

A.A. Recommended Route: Leave
Bristol via M5 Motorway northbound
and after 87%: miles take the right hand
lane (signposted North) to join the M6,
Continue for 74 miles to Junction 21A,
branching left to join M62 Motorway
eastbound  (signposted Rochdale).
Continue for approx. 17 miles to
Junction 18, branching left to join M66
(sianposted Burnley). At end of motor-
way, continue via A56 to enter Burnley.
At- roundabout, take 3rd exit into
Yorkshire Street, shortly, at crossroads,
enter Brunshaw Road. Bumley F.C. is
300 yards, on the left hand side

Car Parking: Car parks in Church
Street and Fulledge Recreation Ground,
both approx. 5 minutes walk from Turt
Moar.

VILLA THRILL

The visit of Aston Villa for the
Mike Barrett Memorial match next
Tuesday affords the Bristol public
with a rare opportunity of seeing
top First Division players live in
action.

Their line-up includes so many
household names... Peter
Withe . . . Gary Shaw . . . Gordon
Cowans... Nigel Spink...
Dennis Mortimer . . . Steve
Foster . . . Allan Evans . . . the list
is endless.

New boss Graham Turner has
made an immediate impact on the
1982 European champions,
creating a bubbling enthusiasm
which augurs well for a successful
season.

Mr. Turner reckons he will need
five years to restore Villa to their
former glories — we shall have an
ideal opportunity next week to
assess if he has the material to
reduce that schedule significantly.

J/

Attractions at
Eastville

Tomorrow
(7.30 p.m.)

BOURNEMOUTH YOUTH
(Southern Junior Floodlit Cup)

Saturday (3.00 p.m.) READING RESERVES
( Football Combination)

Next Tuesday 11th September (7.45 p.m.)ASTON VILLA

(Mike Barrett Memorial Match)

Saturday Week 15th September (3.00p.m.) READING s




Robin Perry goes down
Memory Lane

ROVERS FROZEN
OUT AT READING

Rovers and Reading look certain to enjoy
far more pleasant playing conditions when
they clash at Eastville on Saturday week
than when they met in matches at the
beginning and the end of the infamous big
freeze during the 1962—63 winter.

Rovers went to Elm Park on the Boxing
Day. The pitch was frozen and lumpy and
light snow was falling.

The decision by World Cup referee Ken
Aston that the surface was playable was
surprising.

A hardy crowd of 5,204 watched players
struggle through miserable, dangerous con-
ditions for an hour before Mr. Aston
decided that enough was enough and
abandoned the game.

Rovers’ Skipper

Predictably, the decision was unpopular
with the Elm Park crowd, whose team were
leading by a Dennis Allen goal set up by
Johnny Petts, later to become Rovers’
skipper.

Referee Aston was booed back to the
dressing rooms but insisted he had made
the right ruling to start the game and was
correct in abandoning it an hour later
because conditions had deteriorated.

That was Rovers' last taste of football for
six weeks, during which arctic conditions
caused an almost total shutdown of British

LSOCCG!'.

BERNARD HALL -
brilliant display in
re-played game.

Rovers,” desperate for turnstile income,
restarted earlier than most.

A slight thaw was seized upon by the club
as a chance to get the Eastville pitch play-
able. Hundreds of volunteers cleared it of
snow and braziers were lit all around the
touchlines to prevent the surface freezing
again.

[t was worth the effort. Rovers beat
Brighton 4—-1 on February 9 with goals by
Alfie Biggs (2), Keith Williams and Bobby
Jones.

But another 17 days passed before
Rovers played again. Reading came to
Eastville and lost 1-0 to a Williams goal.

Fixture Backlog

The abandoned game at Reading was
replayed on May 8 after the season had
been extended to the end of May for clubs
to catch up on the backlog of fixtures.

Perhaps appropriately, that resulted in a
1-0 win for the home side — despite a
brilliant goalkeeping display for Rovers by
Bernard Hall.

Jimmy Wheeler, a player Rovers had
wanted to sign the previous summer,
scored the goal 20 minutes from the end.




READING RESERVES
HERE SATURDAY ...

Most of Rovers’ Football Combination
fixtures will be played this season here at
Eastville — and Reading Reserves are the
next visitors on Saturday (k.o. 2.30 p.m.).

With a 2-0 home defeat by West Ham
United on the opening day of the season
and a 3-1 reverse at Swindon four days
later (our scorer: Paul Bannon), Rovers’
young second string will be looking for their
first points of the season.

o

... AND BOURNEMOUTH
YOUTH TOMORROW

Rovers’ youth team kick off their Southern Junior Floodlit Cup
campaign with a first round tie against Bournemouth here at
Eastville tomorrow (k.o. 7.30 p.m.).

This is rated the No. 2 under-18 competition after the F.A.
Youth Cup — virtually all the major ¢lubs south of Birmingham
enter — and the reward for tomorrow’s winners is a home tie
against Norwich City in round two. Last year Rovers met Norwich
away at the same stage of the competition, going down to a 6-3
defeat.

In the F.A. Cup, incidentally, Rovers’ record over the last six
years has led to their being amongst the 30 clubs exempt until the
second round proper of the competition for the very first time — an
honour which firmly establishes the club as one of the consistently
best in youth football. J

DIVISION ONE

Arsenal v Newcastle United ... ............

Everton v Ipswich Town
Luton Town v Liverpool

Queens Park Rangers v Stoke City . .. ... ...

Sheffield Wednesday v Southampton

Sunderland v Tottenham Hotspur .. .......
West Ham United v Coventry City .. .... ...

DIVISION TWO

Carlisle United v Shrewsbury Town . ........... ..
Fulham v Birmingham City .. .. ....... G
Grimsby Town v Charlton Athletic . ...............
Huddersfield Town v Blackburn Rovers . . . ..

Notts County v Barnsley .

Wolverhampton W v Manchester Clty ......

MILK CUP
(First Round — Second Leg)

(First Leg Score in Brackets)

Bournemouth (0) v Aldershot (4) .................
Bristol Rovers (5) v Swindon Town (1) ............
Bury (O)vPortVale (1) .........................
Cambridge United (0) v Brentford (2)
Cardiff City (0) vExeterCity (1) ..................
Chesterfield (1) v Halifax Town (1) ... ...
Colchester United (2) v Gillingham (3) ... ..........
Crewe Alexandra (2) vBumley (1) ................
Hull City (2) v Lincoln City (0)
Middlesbrough (0) v Bradford City (2) .. .. .........
Millwall (1)vReading(1)........covvvvnuuannnnn.
Newport County (1) vBristol City (2) . .. ...........
Northampton T (0) v Crystal Pal (1) ........ B—
Oldham Ath (1)vBoltonW (2) . ......... ... ......
Preston N E (3) v Tranmere Rovers (2)
Rochdale (1) v Stockport County (3) ... ...........
Rotherham United (2) v Darlington (1)
Torquay United (0) v Plymouth Argyle (1) . ... ... ...
Walsall (2) vSwanseaCity (0) .. . .................
Wigan Athletic (3) vWrexham (0) ................
Wimbledon (0) v Portsmouth (3)
York City (3) v Doncaster Rovers (2) ... ......

.................
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' Follow the winning team
In microwave ovens.

~ Yes, the Toshibarange of  with super-stirrer fan and
five microwave ovensisthe turntable, because it cooks all

leading scorer with most their favourite dishes beautifully,
families in the UK. In quickly and more economically
particular, they supportthe  — every time. Find out for

unique Deltawave system  yourself why Toshiba users are

e 2 TOSHIBA St ™

\P\\- The best performers at home
\
e on o
on o“;?og,am"“ : L -
T

i
i
j

See the winning TOSHIBA team at - ['=
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County Microwave &

County Microwave Ltd., 191 Gloucester Road,  OPEN: Monday —
Bristol BS7 8BG. Tel. (0272) 426515 Saturday 9,00 - 5.30 pm.

FREE DEMONSTRATIONS! ,

Reserve your place by ringing 426515. Ask about
our free home demonstrations without obligation.



